Dear Editor, I read the comment of Dr. Weiß carefully and I would like to make the following two points. First we assume brace treatment is worthwhile. We all know the study of Nachemson and Peterson [7] and the metaanalysis of Rowe et al. [8] , who found that brace treatment halted progression of the curve. But there is still discussion about whether brace treatment really alters the natural history, because no randomised controlled studies have yet been done [3, 5] . This being the case, we really have to be careful about stating that one brace is better than another. Such statements should only be made after a proper study comparing the two braces in question.
Secondly, we still don't know what the exact working mechanism of the TLSO is. Probably it is the result of different working mechanisms: reduction of lumbar lordosis, direct corrective forces on the spine, muscle contractions resulting from external stimulation by the brace [3, 6, 9] . The degree of correction seems to be related to the parameters of the scoliotic curve (location, degree, type), flexibility of the spinal curves, the biomechanical properties of the truncal tissues transmitting the brace forces to the spine, the ability of the tissues to withstand such compressive forces and the compliance of the patient in wearing the orthosis [1, 2, 4] .
The goal of our study was to establish the practicability of this system as an aid in studies on brace treatment. lf one of the mechanisms is the direct acting corrective force, working through the brace pads upon the body, then it is not imaginary that variances in this corrective force will be able to influence the amount of correction of the scoliotic spinal deformity. If we have a reliable device for measuring these interface pressures, it will be possible to evaluate the influences of differences in the design of the orthosis or compare different kinds of orthoses.
Of course it would be interesting to investigate whether the corrective forces in one brace differ from another brace. Maybe the pressure device would be one of the options to use in such a study? 
